
Gluing things together has been an obsession of 
mine since I got my first bottle of Elmer’s glue. My 
work is about taking contrasting elements and 
combining them in beautiful and unexpected ways. 
To me, collage speaks to the patchwork nature of our 
lives. I pull memories, ideas, and dreams from my 
past and combine them with the places, people, and 
conversations I encounter in the here-and-now for my 
abstract work. It’s a perpetual cycle of incorporating 
and reworking my own personal materials.
I have a deep love of printed paper materials, and 
it doesn’t matter if those materials are old book 
pages, product packaging, or specialty artist papers. 
I enjoy using all of it in my collages. What challenges 
me is seeing if I can take printed paper, a universal, 
utilitarian item; add other media like paint, ink, or 
pencil to it; and turn it into something beautiful, 

meaningful, and powerful.  My choice of materials 
may be broader and more sophisticated now, but the 
impulse to illustrate what’s on the inside of my head 
remains the same as when I was five.
Combining my love of paper and my love of fiber is 
a new interest for me. These new works that have 
developed over the past year incorporates my two 
interests. I’m using traditional crochet stitches but 
amplifying them by crocheting raw canvas with a 
giant hook to create a substrate for collage work. I’m 
using traditional weaving methods but playing with 
swapping out the weft for paper. Incorporating fibers 
into my collage work has been challenging because 
I have had to recreate my processes to fit a much 
slower work time table. This slower methodology 
offers space for contemplation and enjoyment of my 
materials.
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 artist statement

Misty Granade is an abstract mixed media artist from 
Madison, Alabama and has been an artist her whole 
life but her professional artist career started in 2013. 
Misty graduated from Ouachita Baptist University 
in Arkadelphia, Arkansas with a BA in Commercial 
Art and Psychology. Her work explores themes of 
feminism and the ever-blurring line between craft 
and art. Misty counts abstract expressionist Helen 
Frankenthaler, graphic designer David Carson, and 
contemporary artist Mark Bradford as influences on 
her work. Misty’s work has been a part of numerous 
solo and group shows.

Misty enjoys helping other artists explore their own 
paths. She writes about art and process on her 
blog. She has published articles in online and print 
magazines. She’s done online teaching and been a 
community facilitator for an online art community. 
Misty is a member of the Alabama chapter of the 
national arts organization Women’s Caucus for Art 
whose mission to create community through art, 
education, and social activism and to promote 
women’s contributions to the arts.
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